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As an introduction

We are in the early 1980 and Milies is still struggling with the basic
challenges of survival after the devastating fire set by the German
army in 1943, followed by earthquakes and floods in the years that
came after. The population is sparse. The well to do families had left
the village seeking a better future elsewhere. Some locals had
returned from abroad, working hard to send their earnings back
home. Small shops had barely the minimum for the day. Few houses
had been repaired but nearby ruins still stood, bearing visible marks
of destruction.

Very few things remained to remind one of the once thriving Milies.

When in 1982 my husband and | offered a small collection featuring
images and historical material from Milies, our aim was to introduce
visitors to the history of the village and to help the locals feel proud
once again of their past and of their traditions.

With the suggestion of the painter Yannis Tsarouchis who gave us a
very simple idea but a very wise one, we set up the collection in an
old smithy we bought, restoring it, fixing the wooden ceiling, the
doors and windows, whitewashing the walls, rebuilding the fireplace,
putting crochet curtains on the windows and a bright flocati on the
floor. Then we added what the Miliotes kindly offered, plus many of
our own photographs showing part of the history, local craftsmen
and women at work. We published leaflets in Greek, English and
French with information about Milies, a bilingual topographical map
of the village marking points of interest, workshops and homes so
that visitors could easily find their way around. We printed postcards
of the area, a poster showing the little train at the village station and
a small book with the history of Milies. We did the best we could and
somehow it worked.



When the President of the Community, Spiros Adamantiadis,
proposed that we relocate the collection to the new Community
Buildins scheduled to be completed within a year the challenge was
great. We had to take on the responsibility of organizing the
Community Museum of Milies on the first floor of its building.

As a member of the Hellenic Folklore Society, | turned to its
President, Professor Dimitrios Loukatos, whose experience proved
invaluable to us. He suggested we have a three-member committee
chaired by Katerina Kamilaki, Director of the Centre for Research of
Greek Folklore at the Academy of Athens, the Mayor of Milies and
myself.

The limited space required the use of display panels both around
and in the center of the hall allowing us to expand the exhibition
area. Through simple texts, rich photographic material and everyday
objects, visitors were able to learn about the history of the village,
become acquainted with the traditional craftsmen and local women
doing every day household chores, discover rural life and certain
customs of the village.

By 1987, Milies had acquired its own small museum in the building
of the Community, created with dedication and hard work.

Fay Stamati
director of the museum of Milies
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Museum entrance

Map of Rigas Ferraios. Banner of the 1821 Revolution



Interior of the museum




A museum striving for knowledge

We wanted the museum to be above all educational, in line with the
new ideas that prevailed at the time.

In 1987, we introduced educational programs for primary school
children and lower secondary school students. For younger children,
we developed and offered eight printed pamphlets with the title:
Look out and find — Ask and learn — Draw and enjoy.

The subjects of the pamphlets were:

Mythology of Pelion. History of Milies. The Library of the School of
Milies. Olives and olive oil. Homemade bread. A lantern and an oil
container. Horseshoes for donkeys and horses. The packsaddle.

The pamphlets were intended for pupils of the third and fourth
grade, however, when appropriately adapted by the teacher, they
could also be used for younger or older students.

This new activity aimed to transform students visit to the
museum in a creative and enjoyable experience, while also
being useful in class.



Museum pamphlets
for primary school children
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Educational program on the history of Milies.
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Educational pamphlet on the packsaddle.
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Collaboration between museum and schools.
Museum - kits

From the very beginning contact with teachers was a major concern
of the museum.

Following the new idea of cooperation between museums and
schools, we studied and designed four museum-kits for primary
school children.

Olives and olive oil. Homemade bread. The farrier. The packsaddle.

Each museum-kit included:

material and evaluation form for the teacher
photographs according to the subject in size A4

slides and a cassette about the subject

suggestions for presenting the material in the classroom
educational pamphlet for the pupil

The museum-kits are not meant to replace the visit to the
museum. But it helps the school children learn about the
subject in a different way and it also helps the museum
establish contact and dialogue with schools.



Museum - kit
Olives and olive ol

Museum-kit for olives and olive oil.

Everyday objects using olive oil.




Athlete anoints himself with oil.
[ Ancient Greek vase]

Athena and

her olive tree.
[Ancient Greek vase]




Olive harvesting.
“Ancient Greek vase”




Olive harvesting in ancient days.

Olive harvesting. Milies 1981




Millstones turning round with the help of donkeys.



Loula Sfetsa making soap from olive oil. Milies 1986



Museum - kit - Homemade bread
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Ploughing the field. — Unknown photographer

Sowing with two oxen. — Unknown photographer




Harvesting & Threshing. — Unknown photographer




Grinding wheat
on a hand-mill.
Milies, 1986

Kneading the
dough.
Georgia
Kosma, Milies,
1986




Bread ready for baking. Georgia Kosma, Milies, 1986

]

Bread on the




Lighting her oven. Eleni, Milies, 1986

Baking. — Unknown photographer




Milies - Pelion

Museum-kit. Educational program.
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Children watch as she kneads the dough.
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Museum-kit
Horseshoes for donkeys and horses

Museum-kit for horseshoes.



Working at
the forge.
Yiannis
Gkekas.
Milies, 1986

horseshoe.
Yiannis
Gkekas.
Milies, 1986




The farrier removes
the old nail from the
worn horseshoe
using pliers.

Using a hoof
cutter, he cleans
the animal’s hoof.




Fitting the

new horseshoe
onto the
donkey’s hoof.

Nailing the new
horseshoe.




Filing with a rasp to remove the protruding nail ends.

Farrier’s tools. Horseshoe for donkey and horse.
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Yiannis shoeing a horse. Milies, 1987



Reading the educational pamphlet
children ask the farrier questions. Milies, 1988
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Museum-kit. The packsaddle

2

A packsaddle made by Vanghelis Katardzis. Milies, 1981



In his workshop Vanguelis works on the frame.



N o

Bending the rib of the frame.

0O gohivog oxeAerds Tou oopapiold —To fukik. Amotekeital ams To ppooTdp, To
niaTdpl PE 10 2 koTodKia Kal 3 feuydpla Traides: 2 Tou aykaliadouv Ta TAEUPG Tou
fiou kan 1 ou SnpioupyEl kaBiopa yia Tov avaBdrm

The wooden frame.
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Tools for
working on
the wooden
frame.




The museum has to be known

The museum had to become known.

Together with my husband and with the agreement of the
Community of Milies, we studied and organized an event that would
attract the wider public and serve as an incentive for visitors to come
to Milies and visit the museum.

Announcements in the newspapers of Athens and Volos promoting
the event “Come to Milies — Experience the Pelion Traditions”,
brought many newcomers to the village.

It was an opportunity for visitors to take an interest in the history of
Milies, to visit its places of interest, to communicate with local
traditional craftsmen in their workshops, to meet housewives in their
homes and to become acquainted with the customs and traditions of
the village.

A bilingual leaflet listed places of interest, homes and workshops,
exhibitions, lectures and happenings, the Pelion train and the
shadow theatre-artist Evgenios Spatharis with his puppet show.

The event was planned on one weekend in June and during four
years the museum became well known to the wider public.

The main reason was that the visitors appreciated the fact that the
Miliotes opened their village to them and that what they showed was
in reality part of their everyday life.

Unfortunately the State did not support financially the event.
Yet in these four years the museum had become better known.
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Milies opens its door
to foreigners
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This is how they live today in Milies...

ENIMEAEIA

Article in the Athens press.
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The ethnographic museum
In Milies on Pelion

Come to MILIES
Tradition is a way of life




Pamphlets printed for each annual event
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(10-2u.n. wou 5-8p.p.)
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EOVUOTI 0L ¥ OTLTIX
Ha eival avowrta




ZHXTE THN
ITHAIOPEITIKH
IMAPAAOXH

Elaze
oTIG

MHAIEX

0o Bpeite

® cpyaoTPIe KoL OTITIKA avOolKTa
® sxkOicag ko ophicg

® ONTIKOUKOVOTIKA TTpoypappaTa
® zlinvikovg Yopovg

25-26 Iovviov 1988

OPFANQEIH ATIO TO TOIIKO MOYZEIO
ME THN LYNEPPAXIA OAOQY TOY XQPIOY

Annual event 1988
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TUPacTacy) KapyKoly) pe toy
Evyévio Enabapn

1-2 Toviiov 1989

OPFANQIH AMO TO TOINIKO MOYEEIO
ME TH ZYNEPTALIA OAOY TOY XQPIOY

KAI TH XOPHI'IA TOY L.O.T,

Annual event 1989
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A village opens
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Children of the village give information.




Views of the event
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Pnaglotls Dlmou shows his Work on stone and wood
to the Friends of the Ethnographic Museum of Geneva.

Lefteris Karay/ann/s the icon painter, shows details of his icons.

/LII




Nikos Tsagkarakis explains details of his work. Milies, 1986

Nikos proudly shows tin objects he makes M/I/es 1987




Yiannis Gkekas makes a horseshoe. Milies, 1987
Nikos the blacksmith explains how he works on the anvil.
Milies, 1987




Irini shows how she gr/nds wheat W/th her millstone.
Milies 1987

Loula makes soap from olive oil for a group of visitors.
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Amalia Katsanaki shows to a jéung girl how to spinn.

Lela Korba cards wool for a group of friends. Milies, 1987
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Lela dyes yarn with natural dyes. Milies, 1987

Dina shows how she makes a rag with little pieces of cloth.




Irini Malamaki shows to young women her embroidery.

llektra Gourgoulianni explains how she does her crochet work.




Poster for the ‘New Geography’ by Philippidis and Konstandas
and the first Greek journal “Ermis o Logios”.
Milies, 1989

Evgenios Spathatris talks to Kostas Stamatis
about his shadow theatre and his puppets.




Exhibition

We protect our nature

By 1990 the museum had become well known so we felt it was
essential now to raise the awareness of protecting nature as
fires devastated Pelion every year, rubbish was lying
everywhere and water resources were diminishing.

Together with my husband, we created and organized the
exhibition “We protect our nature” showing many of its
problems.

As best place for the exhibition we chose the Christian Centre
of the village since it was centrally located, we could put up
posters and signs to attract attention of the public, children with
their parents could easily reach it and so would visitors.

Through simple texts, photographs, articles, posters and
leaflets, we provided the necessary information.

Children showed great interest in the educational programs.
They created signs for the environmental protection placing
them in visible locations, they collected bottles, tin cans and
rubbish for recycling, they painted paper bags with logo to
discourage the use of plastic, they picked up old branches and
cones from the woods around the village.

The growing interest in the environment, especially among
children, encouraged us to make a museum- kit which was
loaned to schools in various parts of Greece thanks to the help
of Gerasimos Tsibloulis, an educator from Volos, who was a
great friend of the museum and helped us whenever possible.



Poster for the exhibition
Milies 1990
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Working on the educational program
“We are friends of the forest and the sea”. Milies, 1991

Children working on the pamphlet
“Show your love for the earth”. Milies, 1990

E)aTé €T Tapea Pcaz

ea ém%ﬂm“:ﬁ@ EHEIS ol 5u
e w‘m* 1’9 m'lowansa.:

T'h F‘n A --h._______../

)
(,L\maé




Children nailing a Wooden hand—pa/nted pane/ on a tree
“Don’t throw garbage here”. Milies, 1990

Don’t throw garbage on the paths.  Suggestions for recycling.
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What would YOU have done to protect the forest.
Milies, 1991
Leaflet for the environment. Milies,2007
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The museum-Kkit for the environment goes to schools.



ERT Volos films the children’s reactions on the environment.



EXHIBITION
XMAS and NEW YEAR

As we often happened to be in Milies during Christmas it was an
opportunity to organize an exhibition for the Christmas season.

Open to all the Miliotes and to those that were there for the holidays,
we hosted the exhibition at the Christian Centre.

We presented the event with texts, photographs post cards and
ritual objects. We had a Christopsomo with the symbol of the cross
and the Vassilopita with the coin that would bring good luck, the
fireplace burning on Christmas evening, the story of Saint Basil who
comes from Caesarea bringing good news and the kalikantzari, the
naughty spirits, who for twelve nights mischievously terrify everyone
they find on their way

On Christmas and New Years Eve the children holding a little oil
lamp and a triangle sang carols around the square.
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Copy from the book by Thanos Veloudios,
“Fairies and Goblins”. Milies, 1993




“0 EXdnwikos  Apes Basiduos

0 Sikos s Qyioy GEY Exel T Wopen oV, nagovjev

| s i g e e B e

Kar WNOTES Tlov ybaver pe To Edidieo. /

| 0Bwos pas Ayios Epxirar Gno my Kasbopgi., ToHY

] weppuleves  WpaTate T Kl xoor) kos HE To {;af-::ﬁl,
TV Gegvin Thy w)og_ict 10 Ty £ALVOVEYIO. A POVIC. .




Art programs for children in Milies

Apart from the educational programs that followed the exhibitions,
the children of Milies had the opportunity to experiment with various
materials and techniques participating in art programs.

With guidance, they worked on wood, glass, stone and clay, learned
how to use colors and paints, handle a brush, scissors, wire, needle
and thread, learn simple stitches.

The programs were running from July and August, once a week
taking place at the Cultural Center or in my yard.

The Little Friends of the museum. Milies, 1993
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The little friends working. Milies, 1988

Two friends wearing shirts they have painted.




Kids show off their painted plates
and pose holding their wooden painted frame.




How to paint a ceramic plate.
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How to make a wreath for the First of May.
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Children’s invitations for their exhibition.
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Painting invitations for their friends. Milies, 1995



Spyros Adamantiadis and Nikos Sgardonis, the two mayors
of Milies and Fay Stamati, director of the museum,
give awards to the little friends. Milies, 1995



1993
Exhibition for the National Day

The exhibition was based on the artwork of the painter Alekos
Alexandrakis, who had been on the front line of the war eager
to draw scenes of the 1940 expedition of the Greek soldiers
against the Italians.

By using any material he found he captured the heroic
moments of the Greek army against snow, bitter rain, famine
and mud and women barefoot were carrying ammunition.

These drawings published in what was considered as a document
for a brave and unforgettable heroism.

‘That is how we fought, 1940-14°, was a document that Melina
Mercouri, Minister of Culture, honoured with great respect.

We requested and obtained permission to photograph these unique
images, which portrayed the superhuman effort of the Greek
soldiers.




Copies of the drawings by Alekos Alexandrakis.










Copy of the painting by Alekos Alexandrakis.
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Photocopy of a hand written text by Alekos Alexandrakis.



Exhibition about the Pelion Train

The train of Pelion was back in service after 25 years of inactivity.
In the past, it used to come every day, often twice a day, bringing
goods from Volos, carrying harvest to and fro, newspapers and
letters, packages with all sort of commands, creating excitement
among the Miliotes who were accustomed to hear its whistle
again.

But what about the story of the train?

Who studied and designed the railway road?

Who added the retaining walls, the twelve stone-built bridges the
train passed on its way, the two tunnels and the large metal bridge
with curved rails — a remarkable technical achievement of its
time. Who worked on the train, how were the damages repaired.

These questions are answered in the exhibition we organized in
collaboration with the Railway Organization. With their permission
the exhibition was permanently located at the station of Milies for
visitors to see.




The old Pelion train running with coal.

The train today waiting at the Milies station.




Have you taken the little train?
What did you enjoy?
Any suggestions?









Exhibitions of the museum of Milies
at the Evdoxio Cultural Centre

With the permission of the Community of Milies and the agreement
of the village’s Cultural Association, my husband and | studied and
organized exhibitions aiming at attracting the interest of a wider
public.

The upper hall of the Evdoxio Cultural Centre — a large majestic
Pelion house - was given to us during the month of August and from
2007 to 2014 we set up the exhibitions there. The upper hall was
larger than the hall of the museum, it had whitewashed walls and
many windows that let the light in, two extra small rooms we could
use as storage and it was facing the Community so one could go
easily from one museum to another.

Evdoxio Cultural Centre of Milies.




Two Exhibitions
“Children and toys”
“Toys around the world”

Playing is an activity that children lone enjoy and enjoy all over
the world. Rich or poor, alone or with others; they will think of a
play or toy to occupy themselves with. So it gave us the idea to
study the subject organize two exhibitions. One with the history
of toys in general and one of toys played in various parts of the
world.

Visitors learned about the history of the doll, the ball and the
spinning top, the swing and the seesaw, the chess and the hula
hoop, and games once played in their neighborhoods.

Maria Argyriadi, a collector of toys, offered us the information
we needed, Nikos Adamakopoulos gave us permission to use
material from his book, the Elderly People’s Centre of Nea lonia
in Volos, showed how toys were once made from simple,
reused materials and the village Cultural Centre organized
traditional games in the main square with children from Milies.

In the following year we showed toys from different parts of the
world — Japan, China, Mexico, Africa, Spain and Greece.



Poster for the Exhibition




The history of the doll.
The history of the ball.
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The swing. Milies, 2009
Ancient games. Milies, 2009
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Exhibition poster for the event.
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Children looking at the panels of the exhibition.

Children

take part in the educati
W IR

onal program.
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Art program.

Children take part in the activity.




Exhibitions at the Evdoxio Cultural Centre

“The Centaur Chiron. 2011
‘Expedition of the Argonauts 2012

The wise Centaur Chiron and the Argonauts in search of the Golden
Fleece were two themes directly connected with the Pelion area.
Both chapters were taught in school so our exhibitions had to follow
the school curriculum.

Chiron, half man half horse, son of Cronus and Philyra, adopted by
Apollo, was a great teacher and friend of humankind. He taught
nearly every Greek hero, he loved music, he cured the sick with
herbs gathered from around.

The theme attracted a large number of visitors. The press embraced
it. Parents and children learned together, the educational booklet of
Chiron became sought after and the children’s drawings of Chiron
appeared on the front page of the Volos press.

The myth of the Argonauts with Jason—wearing a single sandal—
arriving in lolkos - the city port of Volos - and building Argo, his ship -
with the help of the goddess Athena in order to bring back the
Golden Fleece from the Black Sea, still today inspires our
imagination.
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The life of Chiron.
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Full-page article on children’s drawings of Chiron.
Volos press: “Taxidromos”’.
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Exhibition panel on the story of Jason.
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Exhibition panel on the Argonauts.
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Exhibition panel. Jason slays the dragon.
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The press covers the exhibition. Milies, 2012



Exhibition on UNICEF

The exhibition aimed to make known to the village of Milies the work
of UNICEF and the aid that people could offer.

UNICEF gave us all the necessary photographs and all texts,
posters and cards presenting the activities in underprivileged parts
of the world.

The Rights of the Child, malnutrition, hygiene and vaccination, the
fight against child exploitation, prostitution, trafficking and AIDS were
among the themes that were shown for the first time in Milies.

The Museum of Greek Children’s Art lent children’s paintings that
showed the disaster of war, the Little Friends wrote a letter to the
organization with their proposals and ideas. They created bags and
T-shirts bearing the UNICEF logo. They painted a huge panel
sending it to UNICEF. They gathered old and new toys for the poor
and underprivileged kids.

The purchase of cards and gifts from UNICEF, the organization of
activities in schools contributed to supporting its mission.

For the first time the museum presented such an important
exhibition in Milies and it made a great impression on all visitors.



Looking at the panels of the exhibition.
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Reading about Children’s Rights.



Painting cloth bags with the logo of UNICEF.
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Bags made by children for UNICEF.



Exhibition for 30 years of the museum.

The exhibition marking the thirty years of the museum of Milies in
collaboration with the Museum of Traditional Greek Culture was
based on the link of Theophilos, the Greek popular painter.

Theofilos Hatzimichail had lived in Milies during part of his life and
many of his paintings were done on the spot. His works full of bright
colors and light, depicted scenes from the history of Greece as well
as moments of simple, everyday life.

Based on relevant bibliography and visual material the exhibition
was designed and organized to celebrate the day.

The Director of the Museum of Traditional Greek Culture, Eleni
Melidi, gave a speech on Theofilos, “A painter bringing together two
museums, and Aikaterini Kamilaki, Director of the Centre for
Research of Greek Folklore of the Academy of Athens, presented
the topic, “Theofilos, a source for folk culture”, Niki Daphne head of
the educational department presented to the children the museum-
kit “Theofilos’.

It was an honor for the Milies Local museum and the Community,
the people of the village and the children appreciated it.
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Panel on the life of the painter Theofilos. Milies, 2012



Reproductions of works by Theofilos. Milies, 2012
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Erotokritos and Aretousa.
Reproduction of a work by Theofilos.
Milies, 2012




Constantine Palaiologos, Emperor of Byzantium
fighting on the walls of Constantinople.1453.

Reproduction of a work by Theofilos.
Milies, 2012



Children’s bags painted showing works of Theofilos.



Children’s artworks inspired by Theofilos. Milies, 2012



Small exhibitions
at the entrance of the museum

Depending on the time of year, the museum presents small
exhibitions related to the customs and celebrations of the region.

Small size panels are hung on the entrance of the museum and
visitors have a glimpse of what is happening in Milies before
entering the museum.

Christmas and Easter customs, Theophilos and his artwork showing
the heroes of the Greek Revolution 1821, little girls holding baskets
full of flowers sing carols for Lazaros, May Day wreaths in front of
the door of the household, Mother’s and Father’s Day, two themes
that everyone loves, 28" of October 1940 and the olive harvest in
autumn are the main events of each year.
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Educational program for Christmas.



Children parade on the National Day. Milies.
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The little Lazarina
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Exhibitions for Father’s Day and Mother’s Day. Milies

'Ta Tnv puntépa

ExBeon diopyavaverar ato Tomko Mouogio MnAewv Notiou MnAiou

oro daompe peraly 10 - 26 Malou 1o tonmd
povotio Mnkewy Nomou NnAiou, e £pya ko
Aoy yid T papa.

E WELON Y0 1 VIogT M pnTipad bopyaviave

Ahi oy e puodint EnBE 0N opyavEVE! 10 Mouoeio
i Mindide omo nADIDNG T g MRy LR
VIO | VO NP0 070 Ao ToU
Wit AETOLEYIoS
OGEH POGT e GADLS Pag T Yoo
% OTD MOPO 1O EQY0 NaE
miow Nove o Asrvuraopd

o D\‘I!I\I!I!’"- NOU £ NPO-
ook suvepvoaia ye v UNICEF

T Loy o . A rioidhloy a0 T popd
O *QTavDOPOouY TNy OWD NG UNTERAC Gnus
Onue ™ BEAOUY o T avadrodv 1a nasdid, «Eu
TOLE (D T8 Ml oL OURMETE v 070 Sk
) Py NG 19 apovio kol 0w ofjEpa va £ yO-

OYPROUUIE! n A uuvon 1ou Mouaeiou Na
LY (it i yio T Lo TOUE | «n oL Eive
wOhi, racmll i pBng0 Navwne, B T H popd Eivor
wia ayaon Soipoc, B ewy. Evw wovid me vouoBu
oogaAe, oupmAnpans o Adoviipog, 11 evuov, H popa
ks e oulive nou poasofiohdel, avoagpdpes N io-
i, 10 criw, H popd pow Eival yia Jév pia oyeoh,

Azl n Boowin, 11 entine H popd pou civa éva onin
Aou nafouge. TovkE n Amarephn, & s, To Mo
610 Mg o ons BV RAEONK OF Gha 10 NoKdiE g

VEIGs

quidlﬁmnﬁ ruulumnml.ﬂnn

eI G, PO < 10VO Ly o TVES  Nou Mk Minkiou T, 370 10, NapAinks unogous
nmmmnmmn:wmuﬂunwt wmmﬂmuﬂwnmmmmﬂ

PO, D1 DULLETEROVIES PNOPOUN VO GEPOUY 10 £0V0 TOUS :::“... L v T
émmmmmﬂﬁwnmm&
0Buvon : Tanma M Anhsun, Aripou Notiou M. mmumnmum

‘i J200% TAXYBPOMOS






Pwta »#at pabe

Wake »xat Bpeg ...

Zwypdaploe
xatl Alaokedaoe !

——_

AHMOTIKO - TOIIKO MOYSEIO
MHAEQN [THATOY

Pamphlet for the olive and the olive-oil. Milies
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Press Coverage

How a whole village
could be seen in a smithy.
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Traditional life and art
in Milies on mt. Pelion.
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A museum as an example.
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Milies Museum

Where culture and education meet.
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FROM MILIES WITH LOVE




The cultural and artistic activities
of the Milies museum, presented
in this publication, took place from
1986 to 2014.

As director of the Municipal Local
Museum of Milies, mt. Pelion,
| had full support of the Community.

But above all | had
the support and assistance
of my husband
architect Kostas Stamatis.

It is my warmest wish that the museum
remains open and continues its activities
with the support of the Community of Milies.

Fay Stamati

Former director of the museum
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