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Creating a Museum 1987 — 1994

From the Local Museum of Milies on Mt. Pelion
to the Museum of Greek Children’s



Why now;

The archives where I got most of this information
belongs to my husband, who was architect and me.
Most of the photographs, letters, articles, press
clippings, invitations about Milies and the local
museum are a part of them so [ don’t know why [ hang
on to them when I got rid of most of my belongings as
my husband passed away and [ moved into a smaller,

new home.

Maybe it was for the exquisite children’s drawings.
Maybe it was because of Mrs Goulandris, owner of the
Cycladic Art Museum who offered the 34 floor hall of
her Museum to house the exhibition of our children’s
art, or because of Aekaterini Koumarianou, the well
known historian who helped me so very much. Maybe
because of the ambassador of Norway, Niels O Dietz
and his friend Rafael Goldin, President of the
International Museum of Children’s Art in Oslo, or
perhaps it was because of Donald Fraser, Head of the

Royal Academy of Arts in London, who wrote to me on



New Year’s Day 1994, that the idea of creating in

Athens a museum of children’s art is a wonderful idea.

Now I feel it might be useful to let others look into
those archives, to the find out how the idea of making
the local museum of Milies better known, helped in

creating a museum of Greek children’s art in Athens.



1987

In 1987 Milies acquired a small museum that gave
basic information about the cultural heritage of the
village. It gave information of when it was built and
how it got its name, about the famous School of Milies
and its three local scholars, about the Library with the
old books that belonged to the School, the main church
in the square, the Pelion houses and the Pelion train,
the traditional crafts, women'’s everyday life and
customs.

With photographs and easy, simple texts and objects, it
was as if Milies was centered in one main room.

The museum was designed by my husband an architect
and was created by both of us. We are connected with
the village and our family house was burnt down by the
German army in1943 and we came back to rebuild part
of it.

Thinking that a small museum would help in offering to
the people of Milies part of their cultural heritage and
the everyday life of its inhabitants, we decided to
gather whatever information we could



Entrance to the museum



Local Museum of Milies on Mt. Pelion



View of the interior of the museum




View of the interior of the museum



Come to Milies. Experience the Pelion traditions.

The museum had to be known to the wider public and so an
activity was organized during the month of June for four
years. From 1987 to 1990 visitors who came to Milies and
visited the museum would learn about the history of the area
and by taking part in the events of the day they experienced
the everyday life of its people.

The Miliotes took part in the activity with real pleasure. The
whole village was alive. Milies and the museum became
better known.

Kosmas shows his work to visitors



Leaflets for the event
Come to Milies — Experience the Pelion traditions




Organizing a children’s art contest
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Children holding the envelope with instructions for the
art contest

Children were also taking part in the activities so we
decided to organize a drawing contest for them with
Pelion designs and a poster for a traditional craft.
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Letter for children to wish them Good luck

We knew that children loved to draw and hoped that
our contest would be a success. Their entry had to be
sent to the museum so Milies and the museum became
wider known.

The first year we received 30 drawings, the second
year nearly 70 and the third more than 200.
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Participation sheet and address of the child
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Sketches I given to children to add colors
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The coffee shop owner
Painting by Theophilos

Work of art by Pagonis

Stonework
from Makrinitsa

Painting by Theophilos



To every child that took part in the art contest

The drawing contest was a success. All the drawings
were on show at the hall of the Christian Centre in the
village and we published five drawings as postcards to
send to relatives and friends bringing more visitors to
Milies.



The coffee shop owner’, by Nina Skodra age 11



Participation by Athina Oikonomou, age 13



Participation by Amalia Momferatou, age 13
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Pelion kilimi, drawn by Eric Papakaloudatos, age 10




The Pelion weaver’ by Maria Kehagia, age 10



TATANA

ZOTPADIZONN
THN NAPAAQZH |

10V Ot KGTOUKOL UE T1] OLVEP-
yaoia tov tomkov Movogiov
— &vog mpaypenka «Covra-
vou» Mouceiov — EKavav pio
exBijhwon yvopiog pe my
napadoowrxn) {on ko V.

H 18éa, ToAunpi xat TpeTOTL-
nn, Eexivinoe REPOU KO EiXE EV-
TUNWOLOKT em‘mgiu. Etov, xat gé-
10¢ ot moAvdpipor emiokénteg
nov £0Bacav 610 YWp1d — KLPiRg
OUOG Ta TadId — Eixav TN pova-
dwch eunepia va Choovv and
KOVTQ TG dpaotnprotnres g Ka-
Bnuepivig Long Tov xwptov, mov
Eekivolv and TNV mapadoomn, pia
xat ong Mnligg datnpovvrat a-
KOua otolyeia -mov Exovv Mo
xaBei oe aAdeg meproxég g ma-
1pidag pog.

Q01000, Ol 0PYAVOTEG AVTAG
g exdnhwong dev Eéxaocav ovte
OTIYHN] TOLG QULPIAVOVS QOPEIG
g napidoong: ta nardia. Extog
Aowmov anod dragopeg Spactnpiod-
TNTEG TOL OPYAVOCAV OTa TARi-
o g exdnhomong, eykawviasev
kou upe evdagépovoa ExbBeon
1 gul&xﬁg.gmypnw:;ﬂg, n onoia

y . ) <3 nuovpyNdnke and ta épya mat-
=) Y 41 azadd ¥, Sy mov Eixav AdBel uépog 6to
e — Awyoviopd Iadikig Zwypaor-

Ta 3 npora BpaPeia tov Aiaywviopot Habixns Zoypagixnc KNG ue Aaixa Bipata tov omoio
nov tunednkav oe Kapreg. gixe opyavacer o Tomixo Mov-

Athenian newspaper writes about our children’s art contest



Children give an interview for the Press of Volos
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Poster for our 2™ art contest at the Christian Centre in Milies
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Mother and daughter looking at children’s drawings



Children looking at their drawings



1989
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Poster for our 3™ art contest. A craft I love
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Athletes at the Olympic Games




Educational activity

The exhibition had an activity workshop were many children
participated with enthusiasm.



Children’s artwork on show in Milies at the Christian Centre



Children’s artwork on show at the Christian Centre




By 1990 the entries of children’s art were so many that
the contest could no longer be held in the village and
we decided to create the ‘Friends of the Milies Museum’
based in Athens.

It so happened that at that time [ was working as a
volunteer at the Cycladic Art Museum and was in close
contact with Dolly Goulandris its founder and owner.

It was this great Lady of the Greek Arts that came to
our rescue. She offered to the Friends of the Milies
Museum the third floor of her Cycladic Art Museum to
house our Children’s Drawing Contest.

Her decision gave great prestige to the activity. More
schools took part and children from all over Greece
participated with zeal.

Greek and foreign visitors to the Cycladic Art Museum
were able to admire among ancient Greek Art our
children’s remarkable creativity.



Dolly Goulandris, President of the Cycladic Art
Museum



The Members of the Association
of the friends of the Milies Museum

Agrafioti Aikaterini
Argyriadi Maria
Venizelou Lily
Ghioka Lena
Eliott Drossoula
Katsara Maria
Kizis Ioannis
Koumarianou Aikaterini
Korre Aikaterini
Liavas Lampros
Mandaka Maria
Matsoukis Themis
Micheli Lisa
Nikolopoulou Irini
Papageorgiou Sofi
Polumerou-Kamikaki Kaiti
Preka Meropi
Rok-Melas Nikos
Stamati Eleni - Fay
Stamatis Kostas
Tataki Marie - Claire
Tzartzanos Athanassios
Fotiadou Dimitra

[ wish to thank every member of the Friends of the Milies museum for
their collaboration. We worked together, with nearly always the same
ideals, in order to create in Athens a Museum of Greek Children’s Art, a
museum where children would learn about art and would be free to
create.

Furthermore, visitors would have an unexpected view of our children’s
drawings unknown to them.
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Ot pikpoi kalAttéyveg avranokpifnkav pe kEQL 610 Ka-
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Eidape épya and tn Adproa, and to Eixactikd Kévipo
BoAov, «To otéxt tov [Taidtovn, and tqv Matpa, tov Tip-
vafo kat @Ala pEpn TOL TOMOL pag.

Ztnv Afiva Suaitepa, evepyonotiifnkav moAla dnpooia
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«Avtd ogeiletar otV
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Tn onpavuki avti
npoumxssla Ty Ra-

Article in an Athenian newspaper about our contest - 22.04.1990



Children’s drawings at the exhibition



Children visiting the exhibition



1991 The exhibition of the Oslo museum

The annual exhibition of our contest at the Cycladic
Art Museum was a success and in1991 it was visited
by the ambassador of Norway, Nils O Diez, who was
a great fan of children’s art and and suggested to
have, on loan, an exhibition of children’s art both in
Norway and Greece.
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Invitation by the Friends of the Milies Museum
and the Cycladic Art Museum
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Artwork by Tina Barla



IIEMIITH 16 MAIOY 1991

Eva ypappatoonuo
yia tnv EAAaoa...

EPTA ZQTPAGIKHY TTAIAIQN .

¢ BAénouv Ta EAAnvomouAa Tov

1omn0 toug; XiAot Siakdoiol padn-

Téq epnveuopévol and v apxala

eAAnvikn puBoAoyla, Ta pvnpela, ™

Aaoypagia aAAd kat tnv EAAGSa
Tou onfpepa, {wypd@ioav and éva «ypapuaTo-
onpo yia v EAAGda» pe éva kolvd xapaknpt-
oTikO: T xapd g wng kat Tnv aydnm yia Tov
T6M0. H avtanodkpion Toug oTov MaveAAvio
daywviopd {wypa@ikng nou opydvwoe To Mou-
oeio MnAewv MnAiou Eenépaoe kaBe mponyou-
pevo evBappivovrag 10l JE TOV auBopunTi-
OpO TOUG TO MPOYPAMHA A YEVIKOTEPNG EVi-
OXuong NG «Naidikng TEXVNG».

Ta 16 &pya nou BpaBelitnkav —u' éva PHETAA-
Aeto kat Eva BiBAlo and To Mouoeio— aAAda kat
Ta 32 mou anéomacav &nawvo, extiBevral and
onuepa oto Mouoeio KukAadiknig Téxvng, To
onoio yia deUtepn ouvexr) xpovid avolyet Tiq
alBoucéq Tou yia va piAoeviioet Ta Bpapeupé-
va £pya Tou nadikol diaywviopou, nou and 1o
1987 opyavwvel pe auvEavdpevn amiynon to
Mouceio Mn)\emv XBeq,W

WU Kuewq Kat n YEV. ypapparéag kat
1euBuvTpla Tou pouaeiou, k. EA&vn - ®aln Z1a-

uamn gEEBeroav oToug dnpooioypdgoug In
WW-

0 10 avolvovIdi via QTEQN O D-
..m-mmmm.v (0 _KQLIQV
0 O |||-o.m he .0

0
o](e )04 9a Uriop 0 EKOOOCHAD QL EAADMI-

- 'ﬁmm. (TOUQ _BTIaV.i) OAD-
» QAWOTE NG XBECIVIC OUVAVINONG, TNV

orola 1na, la
a, k. Nt To Kowvotiko Mouoelo
MnAewv £xet mpookAnBel va napoucidoel Ty

£kBeon autr) eprmouTiopévn pe Ta £pya Twv
nawdiiv ¢710 Toug dlaywviopoUg TwV Tponyou-
pévev etwy oto AeBvég Mouoelo Mawdikng Té-
Xvng, oto OoAo, eknpocwnwvrag v EAAGSa.
To vopBnyikd pouceio Ba avranodmoet pe pia
gxBeon nadikwv Epywv and dtdpopa pépn Tou
kdopou oto Mouoelo Kukhadikiig TExvng tov
Aexéppplo, OAOKANPAOVOVTAG TNV NMPATN avTaA-
Aayn} nou yivetat otnv EAAdSa 01O QPO NG
nawdikig Téxvng.

To AieBvég Mouoeio Madikng TExvng Tou
Ooho, elvat To povadikd oto eidog Tou Kat
@\okevel Epya nawdiwv and OAov Tov kdouo.
2TI¢ CUAAOYEQ TOU UTIAPXOUV Kat £pya TSIV
and mv EAAGSa. Elvat dnpolpynua Tou pwot-
kg kataywyng, Pagaéh T'kdAvtly, o ornolog
EMELOE TIG VOPPNYIKEG apXEQ va XpruaTodotr-
oouv éva poucelo, dnwg autd, apiepwpévo a-
nokAeloTikd otnv nadiky| {wypa@ikn. MapdA-
AnAa eivat éva kataguylo «Ing nadikhg aioto-
dokiag kat Tou auBopunTiopoU Tou ouviBwg
loonEdMVETAl HE TO Mépaopa oy evnAikin-
on», onwg eine x8eq o NopBnyodg npEopng.

O k. P. TkdAvTIY €pxeTal afjuepa oy ABriva,
pe ™ oUluyd Tou Mpokewwévou va napaocTel
ota eykaivia Tng £kBeong kat va Exel pia npo-
owrikn epnetpla and tn gavraocia kat To TaAé-
VIO TWV HIKp@V EANAV@V.

Znupavtikd elvai emlong, 0L oTa eykaivia Ba
napactolv eknpdownot Twv EATA, nipokeiué-
vou va evnuepwBolv kat va eEetdgouv v
mBavotnta KukAopoplag oelpdg ypappatooty-
pwv and ta BpaBeupéva épya.

The KATHIMERINI newspaper writes about our art contest




Aikaterini Koumarianou, President of the Friends
and the director of the Milies museum Fay Stamati
hand over the prizes

The Ambassador of Norway Nils O’ Diez
suggests an exchange of children’s art
between Norway and Greece



Invitation of the Royal Embassy of Norway
for the exhibition “Disasters”
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Pamphlet for the exhibition “Disasters
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On Xmas of 1991 the Norwegian exhibition opened at the
Cycladic Museum with the Ministers of Norway and
Greece, Dolly Goulandris, President of the Cycladic Art
Museum, the Ambassador of Norway Nils 0’ Diez, Rafael
Goldin, many friends and children.

__ TSP PORIVEEZIN AT L ETVITY

MAKING FIGURES
AND STONE VASES

TTREBOAON
KA AIINON ATTEION
MAKING FIGURES




JANUARY 1992

In Oslo, at the International Museum of Children’s Art, the
Greek children’s drawings were viewed and admired.

Inauguration of our exhibition at the Museum in Oslo with
the Vice Minister of Norway, the Ambassador of Norway in
Greece, the president of the Local Museum in Milies Fay
Stamati and visitors.




In Oslo we learned many details about children’s art.

We understood that the art of children had its place in a
museum and with the drawings we already had the idea of
creating a museum of children’s art in Athens was possible.

B b:l:it:lélsen
BARNAS HISTORIE, KUNST OG KUILTUR

LHE FOUNDATION OF (,;HILDRENS HISTORY, ART AND CULTURE

Formann: Knut Hongrg
Generalsekreter: Rafael Goidin
Adr.: Lille Frpens vei 4, 0369 Oslo 3
TIf.: (02) 46 85 73

Telefax: (02)69 29 10

Oslo, Norway 09 03.92.

Local Museum at Milies

att: Curator Helen-Fay Stamati
58, Souidias street

Gr- 11521 ATHENS

GREECE

Dear Mrs, Stamati,

The exhibition "Children's Art from Greece” has now come (o a conclusion in our
muscum. In this regand we would like to send you our bect greetings and eongralulations wlih
the great success that the exhibition has experienced in the period between January the 15th
and st of March. .

We have noted an increasing interest for the exhibition from schools, kindergartens, and adult
groups. Enthusiastic remarks have been frequently heard in the "Greek” hall, - the visitors
expressed their admiration both for the talent and skill behind each work, as well as for the
selection and presentation of the exhibition.

The quality of this exhibition makes us believe that the idea of establishing a Greek
Children's Art Museum, is now in the right hands. Knowing your cnergy and enthusiasm
for children's an, we believe and hope that your dream will come true. We will on our side
always be available offering consultation and moral support to your efforts in spreading a real
and respectful understanding of the art phenomenon created by children.

We thank you once again for a pleasant cooperation, wishing you good luck with your plans
and efforts. :

Simgerely ydurs, / :
/?'\ Jy( 5////
Rafael Goldin /.
Mmmlnnnl Muasm of Children's art
Letter from Rafael Goldin
underlining the fact that the idea of creating

a Museum of Children’s Art in Athens was in good hands




Upon our return to Greece the Local museum and its Friends
decided to put up a panel at the Museum of Cycladic Art
referring to the possibility of creating a museum of children’s
art and publishing pamphlets for the public to arouse their
interest.

How and Why

a Muscum A
of Greek Children’s Art

fvu Movoeio

farmpaig Nk Téyvng

Ao St o
Cin
MERNS
5
A0 000000

Panel hoisted at the Museum of Cycladic Art
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In 1992 the subject of our contest was A festive day and we
received more than two thousand entries.

The Friends of the Milies Local Museum open the exhibition
at the Cycladic Art Museum.
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ro TOINIKO MOYXZEIO MHAEQON TTHAIOY
karor DINOI TOY MOYZEIOY

[coovaalory v E K @ E Z H

Miva Kappavédou, 8 etiv

100 6" TTANEAAHNIOY TMAIAIKOY AIATONIZMOY ZOTPADOIKHY
oto Movogio Kuxhads Téyxvng, Neogutov Aovxa 4

pe Ofpre: « “loxviar I\ N yvako navy o

7-16 Maiov 1992 m

Poster of the exhibition by Mina Karmagalou, age 10



The author and teacher Sofia Gialouraki
guides a group of children in the exhibition



ZYUEWUATOHQYLO

Ta naidid {wypagifouv v EAAGda - xai To MMdoya!

Mrnwe opwg n natpida pag ei-
vai, npaypari, ot kapnot, Ta dnap-
1a fouva, Ta EwkxAnowa kai Ta ya-
AavOAEuxa ompaldkia 1oy avepi-
Touv, pafl pe Ta oTaXIa KAl TIG Na-
napouveg oTig {wypapiég Twv nat-
Buwv; Minwg, enetdn xdoape epeiq
v ayvonta tou BAEppatog, Sev
pnopolpe va doupe autd nou Ee-
YwplZet n nadiki panid kat 1o kpa-
1@, pe mvehidg Zunphv Xpwpatwy,
010 TeAAApO NG PvipNg Kat ota
®UAAa Tng 1xvoypapiag, oTo pasn-
1A TV TEXVIKGV 1) 0TOUg Slaywvi-
apotiq nou nalpvouv pépog ta nat-
HonouAa. Kat ou ta anoteAéopa-
1a aprivouv exotatikoig dxi povo
v enitpont) aAAd kai Toug peya-
AOUg TEXVOKPITEG.

O emoiog Naidikdg Alaywvi-
opodg Zwypagikie Tou Mouosiou
MnAeav MMniiou €xer Snuoupyn-
oel rtapddoon, xai elvar nAéov Be-
op6g. To 1987 Eekivnoe pe «MnAto-
peitika B&patar, 1988 «To xwptd
pou», 1989 «Eva endyyehpa nou
ayand», 1990 «AypovauTiki) Ek-

otpateia», 1991 «Eva ypappatd-
onyo yia Tnv EAAGdar, 1992 «Eva
eAANVIKd navnyupts kar 1993 «EA-
Adda ka1 Bdaooar n Bepatoloyia
Tou.

O Saywviopdg autdg —onwg
onpeldver n dieuBivpia Tou Mou-
oelou MnAeav EAévn - ®ain Ztapd-
™~ &xet kataypdyet Tig alodnTI-
kEQ EMAOYEQ Kal TIG QVTIARYEL
EKATOVTASWV MBIV and aypoti-
KEQG, NIACTIKES KAl AOTIKEG TEPIO-
xbi yia 8&para nou &xouv dueon

OxEomn e To Nwg voel To kdBe nat-
5l -0 auplavdg noAimg— v na-
padoan, 1o alyxpovo neptBaArov
Kat v EAANVIKN Kotveovias.

Apx1) Tou Mouoeiou elvat 61 Ta
nadia npénet va éxouv v eAeu-
Bepia va exppacBouv pe Tn Sk
Toug qruvmoln Kal SNpIoupyIKOTN-
Ta xwpig Eéveq napeypaceig.

Orav, Aoinov, eAevBepa, 1a nar-
81a emAéyouy oxnvég anod Ty et
Sulhiaxi) Zwh Tou EAANVIKOU Xw-
prov pe v 1014, Tov nand, 1a

xoAd, xar Touq xkatolkoug, ayarm-
pévoug cav pia oikoyévela, va-
xouv otpwlel otov xopd —xdtw

0i81, ndvw oupavodg Kat, oppa-
yida. n onpala n yahavoAeukn-
nwq va pnv avaBapprioet kaveig
Kat va net ot kivBuveUet va xadel,
N va oAowBel n eAAnVIKY pag
TautdTNTa, av agnooupe Bepato-
@UAaxa, o nadl! Ki autd ta Bpa-
Beupéva Epya pabntev Tou Anpo-
TikoU yivoviat Ex8£oeig, Kat tagL-
Bevouy, npilATnTeg AN extdg au-
vopuv.

H ®ain Zmuﬁm. elxe ™y euye-
vij kakoouvn va 'pBei n [&1a oto
bnuomovpoolxﬁ ypageio, Alyo
npwv uyet yia ) Néa Yopkn, yia

ota J:anmé xm ora ayyh-
K4, Toug 80 mivakeg {wypaikig
riou extiBevrat i8N, and Tiq 14 A-

npiklou, MeydAn Terdpm, oto
Children’s museum of Manhattan, pe
eEaunvn Sidpxeia (wg Tiq 11 OkTw-
Bpiou).

Mia EAAGSa, bmug mv e(bav a-

Tpanélia otpwpéva pe OAa Ta

pol pa-
Bntég kat uaemp\cc Evu wivupa

Betikd, aoibd0k0, pE Ta QTEPA
g nadixiq @avraciag xat g
evaoBnolag. Mg apdvovral Ta
nadia Tng néAng aAAd kat Tou Xw-
plol mou xdver Tov xapaktipa
Tou, otyd otyd, xuemq n mAedpa-

oxa 070 xwpid— eite avanAdabouv,
{wypaglfovrag, axpiBig autd To
napapuBl nou Toug Aelmer, v
ylopTh, olKoyevelakr, pe Ao To
Xwpid kaAeopévo oe unalBpto Tpa-
nédy, xavovrag mv emBupia Toug

on kpatd Toug P G péoa
To Oveipo
Me mpoooyr,

auyd, oAy ovyd
avoiyet ug ypiAhtes
va pnv tpopater 1 andov
T0v puAevet oto ¥hadi mg podudg,
Av ydow o pvfud
mg quvijg Tou
ofjver to dverpo,
xat adht 10 poAdt 6" axovyera,
n Tpoorayr.
INANNA TEATZOY, H AEn (LE MOT)

ota onitia, xat kovid oTa Slagnu-
OTIKG pnvupata;

KotraZovtag toug nivakeg oto
AeUkwpa, 1y oto Nadikd Mouoelo
g Néag Yopxng, xataAaBalvet
xavelg kat ouykwvelrat, Matl Ta
naidid, elte xparodv oknvég Kat
edveg nou eiav oe pa eutux-
opévn Toug oTiypR —6nwg To Ma-

Iy npdm Ka-
nyopla eivai 1o Maoya nou ra nai-
81d 16 £lnoav, xat kpdtnoav Tig
EVTUNWOEIG KAl TIG EIKGVEG, OAO-
{@vraveg o pvipn Toug yia va
T1g {wypagloouy, e T0 Xpuod Tou
fAtou, To Mpdovo Tou Kunapio-
010U Kat ToU Ypaot51o0, To KOKKIVO
g nanapoivag.

Ematpogry o pion, oty ayd-
1M, 0NV OUVTPOPIKATNTA, OTO Yé-
Ao, oTov Xopd pe Aaikd dpyava.
Kat pe 1a yaAavéreuka onpaidxia
va evivouy totopla kat napadoon
oTo avépiopd Toug. MNa mv wpala
&xdoon, nou empeAiBnke n Eda
Zrapdmn kat yia Ty orola guvep-
yaomke 1o Mouoelo Mnhedy Mn-
Aou e o unoupyeio MoAtiopo,
pe Ty emyopfiynan tou I8pipa-

Mavayiwm kat Egng MixeAr,
npénet va Eavaypagoupe. Ki 6-
TIOI0G aNd TOUG AVAYVGIOTEG pag
BpeBel ot Néa Ydpkn, aq ndet
oto Mavydrav, va et «80 Mapau-
pa avoixtd oy EANaSan.

Tig EAENHE MIIETIKA

IIaoxa yloptj ayamnng Kovid (m) Quon

Omwg o eldav dvo 1dyooves pafirorec —n Avvira Mapivy xar n Maya
Sappidov. KéAxor. fouva, oainia, offediec oty oe10d, Y0Q0g xai payomort,
e ta dpyava va mailovv— pgoc omv exxAnota. Axo myv éxdoon twv
«®idwv rov Movoeiov MyAedv ITnAiovs. 1993. O nivaxag avtds, pali pe 79
ardove, extiferan oto Hadixd Movoelo Mavyarav, Néag Yopxne ano tg 14
Ampidiov.

Article by Eleni Bistika in the newspaper KATHIMERINI




1993

A year later a friend journalist going to New York with a folio
about our Milies museum suggested we have an exhibition at
the Children’s Museum of Manhattan.

We went with husband and together we leant different ways
of promoting children’s art and the possibility of creating a
museum of children’s art in Athens.
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DRAWINGS
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)’ MILIES MUSEUM,

Milies Museum - Athens Office Rl
58, Souidias st., Athens 115 21
Tel: 7214 408, Fax: 7218 919 .

14 APRIL-11 OCTOBER 1993

Poster for the exhibition at the CMOM in New Ydrk

GREECE THROUG




- THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE CHILDREN'S MUSEUM OF MANHATTAN
AND HIS EXCELLENCY, AMBASSADOR STRATOS DOUKAS,
CONSUL GENERAL OF GREECE, NEW YORK

REQUEST THE PLEASURE OF YOUR COMPANY
AT A RECEPTION TO CELEBRATE THE OPENING OF

GREECE THROUGH CHILDREN’S EYES:

ARTWORK BY GREEK CHILDREN

WEDNESDAY, THE FOURTEENTH OF APRIL
FIVE-THIRTY UNTIL SEVEN-THIRTY O'CLOCK

CHILDREN'S MUSEUM OF MANHATTAN
THE TISCH BUILDING
212 WEST 83RD STREET

RSVP, ACCEPTANCES ONLY
(212) 721-1223 X 212

Invitation for the exhibition

GREECE THR(

Catalogue for the exhibition
created by Eva Stamati



- H EMaoa
TV TOLOLOY
4+ s

oto. Mavyatav

«TA madid Cwyoagitovv mv EXAGda» elvar o tithog g €xbe-
ong mov Ba mpaypotomomBel and 14 Amgihiov éwg 11 Oxtw-
Bolov ato Mawduxd Movoeio Tov Mavydrav om Néa Yéoun. H
éxBeom yivetar pe ™ ovpmapdotacn Tov Movoeiov. Myhéwv
TInhiov. To oxemtixé mg éxBeong eiva va TQOCPEQEL, TéQa amd
™y awobnu adravon, ™ duvatdma va Yveloouy oL emt-
onémtec xG0e nhixiag xay Wiaitega Ta tawdud mv EAGda péoa
and 1o toya mov Lwyedgioay ta EXnvémovia.

H éxBeon) Ba mhaloubvetar pe poroypagles amd eAMvixd
Tomio xow oUYYQOVES OXNVES Tarpadoatonn Lwng mou detxvouy
%afa0 TG TNYES EUTVEVOTS TOV TUdLV. Oa vdgyovV enlong
eldnvind oyohxd xau eEwoxohud GubMia mov avagégovial om)
MuBohoyite xau Iotopia dOTE va yiveL aviilntd atovg emLoxé-
e 6m 1a oudid omv EMGda 6udvouy 1o otogud maerdov.
10 100 Ha Aertovgyel entong onTinoaxovoTiK TEdYapua YIa
™) omueguvt] Cwnj otig MiLég oav e auoun exagr TV xLoxe-
iy g éxBeong pe v ENada.

o whaiowo tg ExBeong exdoByxe hevxwpa Tov teguhapbavel
0 0voho Twv EQywv oL Ba exteBolv om Néa Yooun, éva ard
10 onola GAémete om) guvoypagia.

Publication in the Athens press TA NEA (31.03.1993)



Children’s Museum of Manhattan

tre.
New York, New York 10024
(212) 721-122

May 10, 1993

Mrs. Helen-Fay Stamati

Curator of the Milies Museum \
58 Souidias Street

115 21 Athens

GREECE

Rnmid of Nizartars Dear Fny:

The exhibition "Greece through Children’s Eyes" is being received with
tremendous enthusiasm at the Children’s Museum of Manhattan.
Children’s art needs to be looked at seriously and displayed in a respectful
environment -at the highest possible professional levels. Our visitors are
particularly impressed with the children’s vibrant use of color and the
sophisticated composition of the works. For many, it is the first time they
have viewed such art in a thoughtful way.

e The idea of a Museum of Children’s Art in Athens is superb. We would
happily participate in exchanges of art, videos, and literature, and are sure
? Ons aroun Wworld would also participate.

Thank you for arranging for the wonderful art to come to New York. It
has been a great pleasure to work with you.

Sipcdrely,

et —
\%[W,u lorro—
Andrew S cRerman (( Jane Bloom
Executive Director —___Pirector of Exhibitions

Letter of the Children’s Museum of Manhattan about the
importance of creating a museum of children’s art in Athens



In that same year we organized at the Cycladic Art Museum
the exhibition Greece and the sea with over 2.800 entries
from 38 parts of Greece and from the Hellenic College in
London.

Looking at their artwork



15 - 26t of November 1993

In November 1993 the exhibition Greece through children’s
eyes moved from Manhattan to the Mayfair Gallery in London.

10 Grosvenor st.,

Poster of the exhibition
created by Stella Christou, age 8



ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS.
PICCADILLY, LONDON, WIV ODS

Telephone : 071-439 7438
Fax :071 434 0837
Telex: 21812

1 Jamuary 1994

Mrs. Helen-Fay Stamati
Local Museum Milies
GR. 370 10 Volos
Greece.

Dear Mrs. Stamati,

I am writing to you to say how very exciting and inspiring
I found the exhibition 'Greece through childrens' eyes'
that was held at Gallery 10 in London a month or two ago.
For a professional artist like myself there is so much

to be learnt from the paintings of these children in terms
of the directness of their expression and their originality
in treating space and colour. I went more than once to the
show and I have to congratulate you on your initiative in
organising it.

As with so many other painters I adore your country and
have had several exhibitions based entirely upon my visits
to Greece. On my next trip I shall certainly find my way
to Milies.

With all my best wishes for your success in the future.

Yours sincerely,

ﬂ?ﬂﬁ[z&ﬁﬂ/m :ﬁﬁn f2m0)

Donald Hamilton Fraser R.A.

Letter from Donald Fraser, Head of the Royal Academy of Arts,
expressing his enthusiasm for a children’s art museum in Athens




May 1994
That year we held the 8t art contest with Unicef Mother and
child. The exhibition was once more held at the Cycladic Art
Museum with many children and grownups enjoying it.
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MOYZEIO MHAEQN ITHAIOY {8
unicef ¢

80¢ navenAnANnvIoc NaIdIKOCG
SIaYWVIOCHOC ZwWYPAPIKNC

0€éua : Mntépa kxal naidi

Poster of the exhibition



Painting by Panayiota Serifa, age 7



Painting by Dafni Moatsou, age 9

Painting by Tassos Ladoyiannis, age 10



Drawing by Kosmas Katsoulis, age 12



Along with these activities, children’s art contests and
exhibitions, we were in search of a building that would cover
our needs in order to have educational programs and
children’s art exhibitions.

We finally had the luck to find a neoclassical house in the
Plaka area renting its ground floor and we signed the
contract on the spot. Though the space on the ground floor
was small, it was renovated, inviting, it had even a little
garden, the address was perfect and we rented it.

The museum of children’s art finally had a space of its own
and the Local Museum of Milies offered 400 drawings from
all previous contests for its start.

The museum opened its door in December 1994 with many
parents, teachers, children, grandmothers and grandfathers,
friends and relatives in Plaka, Kodrou street no 9.

Right from the start we held educational programs with the
charismatic art teacher Yiota Kalliakmani and Photini
Diamandi, her young teacher.

With those few words, photographs and letters, I wish
to show how by making the Local Museum in Milies Pelion
better known, organizing, among other activities, an art
contest for children, led to the creation of a children’s art
museum in Athens.

My wish is that the Museum of Children’s Art will remain

open, accessible to the public and children, preserving the
cultural and artistic heritage of the young generation of

our country.
HW
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The logo of the museum
Inspired and created by Eva Stamati, Graphic Designer



Two windows with flowers on the fence and a small door on
Kodrou street No 9 is the address of our Museum of
Children’s Art



View of the MMCA




The first exhibition had drawings offered
by the Local Museum in Milies Mt. Pelion
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Kids drawing on the floor of the G.M.C.A.



Fay Stamati with Yiota Kalliakmani, the charismatic art teacher
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