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Why now; 

The archives where I got most of this information 

belongs to my husband, who was architect and me. 

Most of the photographs, letters, articles, press 

clippings, invitations about Milies and the local 

museum are a part of them so I don’t know why I hang 

on to them when I got rid of most of my belongings as 

my husband passed away and I moved into a smaller, 

new home. 

Maybe it was for the exquisite children’s drawings. 

Maybe it was because of Mrs Goulandris, owner of the 

Cycladic Art Museum  who offered the 3rd floor hall of 

her Museum to house the exhibition of our children’s 

art, or because of Aekaterini  Koumarianou, the well 

known historian who helped me so very much. Maybe 

because of the ambassador of Norway, Niels O Dietz 

and his friend Rafael Goldin, President of the 

International Museum of Children’s Art in Oslo, or 

perhaps it was because of Donald Fraser, Head of the 

Royal Academy of Arts in London, who wrote to me on 



 

New Year’s Day 1994, that the idea of creating in 

Athens a museum of children’s art is a wonderful idea. 

Now I feel it might be useful to let others look into 

those archives, to the find out how the idea of making 

the local museum of Milies better known, helped in 

creating a museum of Greek children’s art in Athens.



  

 

1987 

In 1987 Milies acquired a small museum that gave 

basic information about the cultural heritage of the 

village. It gave information of when it was built and 

how it got its name, about the famous School of Milies 

and its three local scholars, about the Library with the 

old books that belonged to the School, the main church 

in the square, the Pelion houses and the Pelion train, 

the traditional crafts, women’s everyday life and 

customs.   

With photographs and easy, simple texts and objects, it 

was as if Milies was centered in one main room.  

The museum was designed by my husband an architect 

and was created by both of us. We are connected with 

the village and our family house was burnt down by the 

German army in1943 and we came back to rebuild part 

of it.       

Thinking that a small museum would help in offering to 

the people of Milies part of their cultural heritage and 

the everyday life of its inhabitants, we decided to 

gather whatever information we could



  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Entrance to the museum



  

 
 

 

 

 
Local Museum of Milies on Mt. Pelion



  

 

 

View of the interior of the museum 
 

 



  

 

 

View of the interior of the museum  



  

Come to Milies. Experience the Pelion traditions.  

The museum had to be known to the wider public and so an 

activity was organized during the month of June for four 

years. From 1987 to 1990 visitors who came to Milies and 

visited the museum would learn about the history of the area 

and by taking part in the events of the day they experienced 

the everyday life of its people. 

The Miliotes took part in the activity with real pleasure. The 

whole village was alive. Milies and the museum became 

better known. 

 

 

 

Kosmas shows his work to visitors 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 

 

 

Leaflets for the event  

Come to Milies – Experience the Pelion traditions 
 

 



  

Organizing a children’s art contest 
 

 

Children holding the envelope with instructions for the 
art contest 

 

Children were also taking part in the activities so we 
decided to organize a drawing contest for them with 
Pelion designs and a poster for a traditional craft.  



  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Letter for children to wish them Good luck 
 

We knew that children loved to draw and hoped that 
our contest would be a success. Their entry had to be 
sent to the museum so Milies and the museum became 
wider known.   
The first year we received 30 drawings, the second 
year nearly 70 and the third more than 200.  



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participation sheet and address of the child 

Identity card for each child



  

Sketches I given to children to add colors 

 

The coffee shop owner 
Painting by Theophilos 

 

Work of art by Pagonis   Stonework    
from Makrinitsa 

 
 

                                      Painting by Theophilos

 

White paper 



  

To every child that took part in the art contest 

 

 

The drawing contest was a success. All the drawings 
were on show at the hall of the Christian Centre in the 
village and we published five drawings as postcards to 
send to relatives and friends bringing more visitors to 
Milies.  



  

 
 
 

 

 
 

The coffee shop owner’, by Nina Skodra  age 11



  

 
 
 

 

 

Participation by Athina Oikonomou, age 13



  

 
 

                   Participation by Amalia Momferatou, age 13 



  

 
 

Pelion kilimi, drawn by Eric Papakaloudatos , age 10                       



  

 
 
 

 

 

 

The Pelion weaver’ by Maria Kehagia, age 10



  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Athenian newspaper writes about our children’s art contest



  

 
 

 

 

 

Children give an interview for the Press of Volos



  

 
 

Poster for our 2nd art contest at the Christian Centre in Milies 



  

 
 

Mother and daughter looking at children’s drawings



  

 
 

Children looking at their drawings 



  

 
 

Poster for our 3rd art contest. A craft I love   



  

 

The kiosk 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Athletes at the Olympic Games 



  

 

                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holding the prize they earned 

 
Educational activity 

 
The exhibition had an activity workshop were many children 
participated with enthusiasm. 



  

 
 

 

 
 

Children’s artwork on show in Milies at the Christian Centre  



  

 

 

 

Children’s artwork on show at the Christian Centre 



  

By 1990 the entries of children’s art were so many that 
the contest could no longer be held in the village and 
we decided to create the ‘Friends of the Milies Museum’ 
based in Athens. 
 
It so happened that at that time I was working as a 
volunteer at the Cycladic Art Museum and was in close 
contact with Dolly Goulandris its founder and owner.  
 
It was this great Lady of the Greek Arts that came to 
our rescue.  She offered to the Friends of the Milies 
Museum the third floor of her Cycladic Art Museum to 
house our Children’s Drawing Contest.   
 
Her decision gave great prestige to the activity. More 
schools took part and children from all over Greece 
participated with zeal.  
 
Greek and foreign visitors to the Cycladic Art Museum 
were able to admire among ancient Greek Art our 
children’s remarkable creativity. 



  

 

Dolly Goulandris, President of the Cycladic Art 
Museum



  

                       The Members of the Association 
                    of the friends of the Milies Museum 

 
Agrafioti Aikaterini 

Argyriadi Maria 
Venizelou Lily 
Ghioka Lena 

Eliott Drossoula 
Katsara Maria 
Kizis Ioannis 

Koumarianou Aikaterini 
Korre Aikaterini 
Liavas Lampros 
Mandaka Maria 

Matsoukis Themis 
Micheli Lisa 

Nikolopoulou Irini 
Papageorgiou Sofi 

Polumerou-Kamikaki Kaiti 
Preka Meropi 

Rok-Melas Nikos 
Stamati Eleni - Fay 

Stamatis Kostas 
Tataki Marie - Claire 

Tzartzanos Athanassios 
Fotiadou Dimitra 

 
 

I wish to thank every member of the Friends of the Milies museum for 
their collaboration. We worked together, with nearly always the same 
ideals, in order to create in Athens a Museum of Greek Children’s Art, a 
museum where children would learn about art and  would be free to 
create. 
Furthermore, visitors would have an unexpected view of our children’s 
drawings unknown to them.  
 



  

 
 

Article in an Athenian newspaper about our contest - 22.04.1990



  

 

 

 

Children’s drawings at the exhibition



  

 
 

 

 

Children visiting the exhibition



  

1991 The exhibition of the Oslo museum 
 
The annual exhibition of our contest at the Cycladic 
Art Museum was a success and in1991 it was visited 
by the ambassador of Norway, Nils O Diez, who was 
a great fan of children’s art and and suggested to 
have, on loan, an exhibition of children’s art both in 
Norway and Greece. 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Invitation by the Friends of the Milies Museum                   

            and the Cycladic Art Museum 
 
 
 



  

Artwork by Tina Barla  



  

 
 

The KATHIMERINI newspaper writes about our art contest



  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Aikaterini Koumarianou, President of the Friends 
and the director of the Milies museum Fay Stamati 

hand over the prizes  

 

The Ambassador of Norway Nils O’ Diez 
   suggests an exchange of children’s art  

         between Norway and Greece



  

Invitation of the Royal Embassy of Norway  

for the exhibition “Disasters” 

Pamphlet for the exhibition “Disasters” 



  

 
On Xmas of 1991 the Norwegian exhibition opened at the 
Cycladic Museum with the Ministers of Norway and 
Greece, Dolly Goulandris, President of the Cycladic Art 
Museum, the Ambassador of Norway Nils 0’ Diez, Rafael 
Goldin, many friends and children. 



  

JANUARY 1992 
 

In Oslo, at the International Museum of Children’s Art, the 
Greek children’s drawings were viewed and admired.   

 

Inauguration of our exhibition at the Museum in Oslo with  
the Vice Minister of Norway, the Ambassador of Norway in   
Greece, the president of the Local Museum in Milies Fay 
Stamati and visitors.



  

In Oslo we learned many details about children’s art.  
We understood that the art of children had its place in a 
museum and with the drawings we already had the idea of 
creating a museum of children’s art in Athens was possible.     

 

Letter from Rafael Goldin 
underlining the fact that the idea of creating  

a Museum of Children’s Art in Athens was in good hands 
 



  

Upon our return to Greece the Local museum and its Friends 
decided to put up a panel at the Museum of Cycladic Art 
referring to the possibility of creating a museum of children’s 
art and publishing pamphlets for the public to arouse their 
interest. 
 

 

Panel hoisted at the Museum of Cycladic Art



  

 
 

Pamphlet published to inform the public



  

 
 

 

 

The press publishes articles showing the importance of creating 
          a museum of children’s art in Athens 



  

 
 
In 1992 the subject of our contest was A festive day and we 
received more than two thousand entries. 
The Friends of the Milies Local Museum open the exhibition 
at the Cycladic Art Museum. 
 

 

 

Invitation of the exhibition



  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   Μίνα Καρμανάλου, 8 ετών 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Poster of the exhibition by Mina Karmagalou, age 10 



  

 
 

                                      The author and teacher Sofia Gialouraki 
                             guides a group of children in the exhibition 

 



  

 
 

                     Article by Eleni Bistika in the newspaper KATHIMERINI



  

1993 
A year later a friend journalist going to New York with a folio 
about our Milies museum suggested we have an exhibition at 
the Children’s Museum of Manhattan. 
We went with husband and together we leant different ways 
of promoting children’s art and the possibility of creating a 
museum of children’s art  in Athens. 

 

Poster for the exhibition at the CMOM in New York 



  

 

Invitation for the exhibition 
 

Catalogue for the exhibition  
  created by Eva Stamati



  

 

 

Publication in the Athens press TA NEA (31.03.1993) 



  

 
 

Letter of the Children’s Museum of Manhattan about the 
importance of creating a museum of children’s art in Athens 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

In that same year we organized at the Cycladic Art Museum 
the exhibition Greece and the sea with over 2.800 entries 
from 38 parts of Greece and from the Hellenic College in 
London. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking at their artwork



  

 
15 – 26th of November 1993 
In November 1993 the exhibition Greece through children’s 
eyes moved from Manhattan to the Mayfair Gallery in London. 
 

 

Poster of the exhibition 
created by Stella Christou, age 8



  

 

Letter from Donald Fraser, Head of the Royal Academy of Arts,  
 expressing his enthusiasm for a children’s art museum in Athens 



  

May 1994 
That year we held the 8th art contest with Unicef Mother and 
child. The exhibition was once more held at the Cycladic Art 

Museum with many children and grownups enjoying it . 
 

 

Poster of the exhibition



  

 

Painting by Maro Belba, age 12 
 

 

Painting by Panayiota Serifa, age 7 



  

 
 

Painting by Dafni Moatsou, age 9 

 

Painting by Tassos Ladoyiannis, age 10



  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Drawing by Kosmas Katsoulis, age 12



  

Along with these activities, children’s art contests and 
exhibitions, we were in search of a building that would cover 
our needs in order to have educational programs and 
children’s art exhibitions.  
 
We finally had the luck to find a neoclassical house in the 
Plaka area renting its ground floor and we signed the 
contract on the spot. Though the space on the ground floor 
was small, it was renovated, inviting, it had even a little 
garden, the address was perfect and we rented it.   
 
The museum of children’s art finally had a space of its own 
and the Local Museum of Milies offered 400 drawings from 
all previous contests for its start. 
 
The museum opened its door in December 1994 with many 
parents, teachers, children, grandmothers and grandfathers , 
friends and relatives in Plaka, Kodrou street no 9. 
 
Right from the start we held educational programs with the 
charismatic art teacher Yiota Kalliakmani and Photini 
Diamandi,  her young teacher. 
 
      With those few words, photographs and letters, I wish 
to show how by making the Local Museum in Milies Pelion 
better known, organizing, among other activities, an art 
contest for children, led to the creation of a children’s art 
museum in Athens. 
 
My wish is that the Museum of Children’s Art will remain 
open, accessible to the public and children, preserving the 
cultural and artistic heritage of the young generation of 
our country.      



  

 

 

 

The logo of the museum  
   Inspired and created by Eva Stamati, Graphic Designer



  

 

Two windows with flowers on the fence and a small door on 
Kodrou street No 9 is the address of our Museum of 

Children’s Art 



  

 

View of the MMCA 
 

 



  

 

View of the MMCA 
 

 

The first exhibition had drawings offered  
  by the Local Museum in Milies Mt. Pelion



  

 
 

The first educational pamphlet of the new museum 

 

 

Kids drawing on the floor of the G.M.C.A.



  

 
 

Kids at the Children’s Art Museum with Fotini Diamandi 

 

 

Fay Stamati with Yiota Kalliakmani, the charismatic art teacher
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